NUNTIATURA APOSTOLICA IN HUNGARIA

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV
FOR THE 75™ INTERNATIONAL GAMES OF FISEC-FICEP

I SEND CORDIAL GREETINGS TO THE ORGANIZERS, BENEFACTORS AND
PARTICIPANTS IN THE FISEC-FICEP INTERNATIONAL GAMES TAKING PLACE
IN BUDAPEST FROM 14 TO 20 JULY, TOGETHER WITH THE ASSURANCE OF MY
PRAYERS. THE GAMES ARE AN OPPORTUNITY TO HIGHLIGHT THREE
FUNDAMENTAL WORDS FOR THE BUILDING UP OF TODAY’S SOCIETY:
YOUTH, SCHOOL AND SPORT. INDEED, THE CONNECTIONS AMONG THESE
THREE WORDS DEMONSTRATE THEIR SOCIAL, POLITICAL, ETHICAL AND
SPIRITUAL RICHNESS. A YOUNG PERSON WHO PLAYS SPORTS IS ONE WHO
REJECTS THE TEMPTATION OF ISOLATION IN THE DIGITAL WORLD AND
INSTEAD IMMERSES HIMSELF OR HERSELF IN THE CONCRETENESS OF
REALITY. A REALITY THAT IS RICH WITH FRATERNITY, EFFORT AND FUN. A
SCHOOL THAT PROMOTES SPORTS IS ONE THAT VALUES THE HUMAN AND
SOCIAL FORMATION OF ITS STUDENTS, PROMOTING NOT ONLY THEIR
MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT, BUT ALSO THEIR PHYSICAL
WELLBEING. MOREOVER, YOUNG STUDENTS PLAYING SPORTS IN AN
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION ARE PROOF OF THE CONNECTING POWER OF
SPORTS AS A VEHICLE FOR PEACEFUL ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN DIFFERENT
PEOPLES. IN THIS REGARD, I WOULD LIKE TO ISSUE A CHALLENGE TO ALL
OF YOU: AS MEMBERS OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, YOU HAVE AN EXTRA
MISSION COMPARED TO OTHER INTERNATIONAL SPORTING EVENTS. YOU
MUST COMPETE AMONGST YOURSELVES BUT ALSO BE WITNESSES OF A
FRATERNAL ATMOSPHERE. THIS IS NOT ABOUT CREATING A WORLD OF
CHRISTIAN SPORTS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SECULAR COMPETITIONS, BUT
ABOUT EXPERIENCING HOW ACTIVITIES AND LEISURE HAVE BEEN
WONDERFULLY RESTORED AND ELEVATED IN CHRIST (CF. GAUDIUM ET
SPES, 61). MAY BLESSED PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI SERVE AS A MODEL FOR
YOU TO PLAY SPORTS IN THE LIGHT OF FAITH AND ALSO TO LIVE YOUR
FAITH THROUGH SPORTS. WITH THESE SENTIMENTS, TO ALL PRESENT I
GLADLY IMPART MY APOSTOLIC BLESSING, AS APLEDGE OF JOY AND PEACE
IN THE LORD.

LEO PP. XIV




